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• On Jan. 7, 2000  Dr. Charles W. Steger became Virginia Tech's 15th president 

• Dr. Steger possesses in-depth experience in all three key missions of the university: teaching, 

research and extension & outreach 

• In addition, he has extensive international experience combined with a long history of 

engagement with both state and federal governments 

 

 

• Dr. Richard Benson is the dean of the College of Engineering at Virginia Tech 

• He has twice been honored by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) 

• He holds a BSc in Engineering degree from Princeton University, a MSc degree in mechanical 

engineering from the University of Virginia, and a Ph.D. in mechanical engineering from the 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

 

• Mr. John Dooley serves as CEO, Virginia Tech Foundation  

• He has served as Vice President for Outreach and International Affairs, became the foundation’s 

Chief Operating Officer in April 2012, and subsequently Chief Executive Officer in July 2012 

• He has a Bachelors Degree in Elementary Education from Alderson-Broaddus College and a 

Masters and Ph.D. in higher education administration from Virginia Tech 

 

• Prof. Seeram Ramakrishna FREng is Professor of Mechanical Engineering and Vice-President 

(Research Strategy) at the National University of Singapore, NUS 

• As a vice-president his responsibilities include building of synergistic research partnerships with 

leading institutions around the world and funding organizations to address global challenges 

such as energy, water, climate change, healthcare, infectious diseases, ageing, and cyber 

security; and enhancing the research excellence and visibility of NUS 

 

 

• Dr. V. Sumantran serves as  Executive Vice Chairman, Hinduja Automotive Limited 

• He spent 16 years with General Motors Corporation, mostly in the US and subsequently in 

Europe 

• He serves as President of the Automotive Research Association of India, and Co-Chairman of 

the Engineering Services Forum at NASSCOM. He served as Director of Advanced Engineering 

at SAAB Automobile AB 
 

 

 

 

• Dr. S. Narasimha Rao - Director (Independent), Technical Advisor Dr. Rao has over 35 years of 

experience in the Marine Sector 

•  A distinguished Professor with IIT, Chennai for ~ 30 years, he is Currently Director on the board 

of Dredging Corporation of India. He has coordinated the development works the Indo German 

Project and has been the project coordinator for more than 110 projects of CPWD, state PWD 

and major ports & harbors 

• He has also worked as the arbitrator for Marmugao Port Trust during 2001-2002 and Project at 

Mangalore during 2005-2006 

 


