Envisioning
Ecosystems

In the world of
development, the

Chairman and| !

Managing Director of
MARG, is touted as a
visionary. AKHILA
KRISHNAMURTHY
in conversation with
GRK Reddy...

| = ior people o live, work and
r anil more i pEoriand s on a sk th

PHOIT & S TH ELILLAR

Your often e fhe irord eoosesiem,
In Chenfal, vel are 0 ploneer iR
crearing  one.  Whoe was  rhe
inspirasion?
Im the earty S6s, when we |nieracied
with varlous I'T eompankes while
sotihng up an 1T Park oh the now
famons OXE (Ol Xahabal ipuram
B, we realised that India was
solmg we o ihe nexit big thing The
oot of  Forune S50 comanies was
ltErally bedms worked ont of India
That gor me thinking. | reallsed we
had & very sound  educational
systegn, Family values and culore
The onky teqerrent was
il ruciire. We needed o creae
il
Back im the 05 keading
Lt lonals were seoling up back
olFiee=s here Al meeded |args .‘\-IEIill'l'-'.H-
A,

ool really nourish ihe daents of
those who mhabied . The ciiv
dicln’t have ithe clinssis or capability
s wWithstand i hie (5 TRE ol
divvelopment. It was ume for g
paradigm shifi: @1 was ilme w
approack and wrea things dilfereom i

sn, wou decided o creare @ minRi-
olry of sovee righe?

s, [ fel the need off the hour was 1o
adidress  the  fuwre,  long-werm
e uirenen of achy In ehe worldd we
live in, sustainability @5 jmperative
W lwad 1o ook arereating spoces tha
are 2ocial v Mrsne gy somromio |l
andl pessllvss o a8y S ron meEnedlly
cofieckouls, That's precisely whal we
aredoing with Swarnabhoomb



ENnvisioning
Ecosystems

When we build
infraseructure, we do so
primarily to meer the
hunian needs. Our
objective Is to create an
ecosystent where the
hurnan wind co-exises
with nature’s wany
elements and
snderstands that
ndtire 15 an integrl
part of existence

GRK Reddy
Marg

The concepe of a miniciey is alimase
i moreend af soree. 1f regqeires
signiffcons shify in the mindsers of
peogle. How is the city responding
oy [t ?

Any moverment s born ot of an
urnderlying necd. For the last deeades
OF &0, peaple have Deen talking
crtepslvely about sustainabiliiy for
mstanee. Also, this model has taken
formm and shape over ihe lase e years
across the coumry In Chennal, in
particular, kb L I and
sriperamiudur  corridors  have
assiimed  imporiance, thanks o the
IT ITES amd tha Siiomst [ve seciors.
This growih has largcy weigeered off
the need for a wrend like this. I s
Bsinndl e Tewd Jes way and culminae
I scrmetlnd nee g,

These things fake iime, righe?

Yeex, Pl Ty ehe avodinbon smee nlsa
musk o visuallse ihe fuimire in the
st 20 years amd work backwards,
Flze the moksls dom work

Which e gregs (g olae yoll are dofng’
Exactly Wa have Dean researching old maodel s,
fcken iy g thele i biad s and placing them
in the present-day context |-E-'l'|]t]'|r_' 1 mond ewo
pssentlal aspects - human 1 and namrs We
recogilss that the amvircnment you live and
prow [0 has the potential o shagss e mincd,

Celebrading the spirie af huwman e, you
ffk o fod obond i Can you elaboroie fiow
fhat rranstares inee developmien ?

When we build Imfrastocture. we do s0
primarily w meet the hwman nesds. Our
alifective 15 10 creaie an eoosysieny where the
human mind co.exi=i2 with nanires many
clements and underseands that namee 15 an
imegral part of exisienos

On one feeel, e are alking abouws men
NrOaRISM; oR anaiher, the pedd (o reien i
EIr Foacs, R of al?

e are mlking about the peparndng o e roos
of eivilization, which B Ina sense, quie the
same, universally speaking, The fundamental
rincipe of starting a civilization s karmony -
omotlonal, fnanclal, social, e, Even moour
own Indian context, the Vedas and the texis
before them, spoke about sustainabilicy 1 ihink
scanewhere along the ool 9 lost rack, We
are trving o revive that.

You don coll Swarnabfoomi o owenshiip,
righi?

Calling that contains e boundaries, Ko a
gated communiy What wo are doing instead is
creating an ecosvstem  tha inegraes s
surpouiding  were  geamless  developirmend
OCCUES and whers each and eeryone wiho [ves,
works and learns in i, feels @ pare of 8.
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