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; 'l . = Phase 1 of the Karaikal Port being developed by Marg Ltd is on schedule for its April
Y 2009 completion. Construction Week visits the project site to learn more about this future-
ready port. Text and Photographs: Niranjan Mudholkar
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

o Terminal operations

o Operational contracts

o Marine services

o Thermal power plants

o 0il terminal and oil refinery
o (ontainer freight station

o Bunkering facilities

o Warehousing

o Ship repair yard

26 January 19 - February 1,2009 e Construction Week

www.constructionweekonling.in

nt of

02 acre

Puduch-

ort area is current-
i "'ﬁi investment

www.constructionweekonling.in

e + equi-

~ have been involved

e project planning for Karaikal

Port. For example, the technical planning

and design of the port and marine struc-

tures as well as the detailed project report
Phas as bec '-! &T

o¥ Sl Po

PROJECT UPDATE

“It will be a boon for
the region’s economy
as currently there’s no
deepwater port with
all-weather facilities
for 640km between
the ports of Chennai

and Tuticorin.”
GRK Reddy, CMD, Marg Ltd

Construction Week o January 19 - February 1, 2009 27




PROJECT UPDATE

We will have advanced cargo handling equipment,
suitable warehouse facilities, proper storage, faster
turnaround of ships due to mechanisation and
market driven competitive port tariff.’

- Jayesh Bhatt, CO0 of port infrastructure, KPPL (flanked by his team)

Continued investment
ininfrastructure projects
is critical as it will not only

3 generate employment

~ butalso keep inflation

- under check. Also, it will

‘actasenabler

for the economy to

bounce back.

BG Menon, executive director, Marg Ltd.
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ies. L&T Ramboll in association with IIT-
Chennai also did the mathematical design
for the breakwaters. The physical design
for the same was done by IIT-Chennai inde-
pendently. Shore monitoring has been the
responsibility of Indomer Coastal Hydrau-
lics (P) Ltd and Geo Foundations has been
in charge of soil investigation (offshore as
well as onshore).

Detailed engineering for the project is
done by Howe India while the ship simu-
lation studies are conducted by HR Wall-
ingford. Traffic study and techno economic
feasibility study has been done by I-mari-
time Consultancy Pvt Ltd. “Although, we
have outsourced (subcontracted) many
activities for Phase 1, gradually we are
building in-house capacity in many of these
areas to take over for the subsequent phas-
es,” says Bhatt. Construction work is in full
swing with leading infrastructure develop-
er Simplex Infrastructures being a key sub-
contractor. Marg’s in-house EPC team too
is substantially involved in the project.

About 90% work on the breakwaters has
been completed. These breakwaters meas-
uring 1.2 km in length would protect the
access channel connecting the harbour
to the sea. The first berth is almost ready
while the second berth is expected to be
completed by end February 2009. When
ready, these berths will handle coal and
general cargo, respectively. Other support
infrastructure including electrical works,
boundary wall, administrative building,
sub-station and marine tower would be
ready by March 2009. Orders have been
placed for the required navigational equip-
ment and cranes to be erected also by
March 2009.

KPPL has so far followed all the time-
lines as per the Concession Agreement
with the Government of Puducherry and
is confident of meeting all deadlines going
ahead. It is indeed critical that a strategical-
ly poised port like Karaikal is ready on time
as it will not only boost the existing indus-
trial and commercial activities but will also
open up opportunities for further progress.
It will have a positive cascading effect on the
entire region’s economy with growth across
associated segments like real estate, servic-
es, education, hospitality and various other
ancillary sectors.

Investment in infrastructure can have a
positive impact on the country’s economy,
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Phase | (Under construction) | Il (Planned) Il (Proposed)
Berths Two (one coal and one | Three (one OSV/PSV, Four (two container, one
general cargo) One coal and one coal and one general cargo)
edible oil)
Dredging 7.5-8 min Cum 12.23min Cum 8.2min Cum
Breakwaters 1.2Km Will be extended if NA
required
Draft (overall 14.5m 16.5mM 16.5m
water depth)
Suitable for 45,000 DWT vessels 1,20,000 DWT vessels 1,20,000 DWT vessels
Cargo handling | 18,000-25,000 tonnes/ | 40,000 tonnes/ day 40000 tonnes/day for coal
capacity day for bulk, average for coal
8000-12000 for timber
and granite
Total cargo han- | 5.2 million tonnes 21 million tonnes 47 million tonnes
dling capacity
per annum
Coal handling fa- | Semi-mechanised, dust | Fully-mechanised & Fully-mechanised & dust
clity suppression systems, dust suppression sys- | suppression systems, in mo-
rail siding tems, in motion rail tion rail wagon loading
wagon loading system | system
Scheduled date | April 2009 Mid 20m FY 2015
of completion
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The project site is currently abuzz with activities

particularly during a financial downturn.
“In the present scenario, continued invest-
ment in infrastructure projects is critical as
it will not only generate employment but
also keep inflation under check. Also, the
investments in roads, railways, ports, air-
ports, power, etc. will act as enablers for the
economy to bounce back. Infrastructure
development has always played a key role
in driving the economy, especially in down
times,” says BG Menon, executive director,
Marg Ltd.

At the national level, we also need to
increase the number of ports as well as
the efficiency of all our ports. And all this
needs to happen fast. According to govern-
ment statistics, the average shipping turn-
around time (ASTA) at major Indian ports
is more than 3.5 days which is ridiculous-
ly poor compared to Hong Kong where the
ASTA is less than 10 hours. Interestingly, a
privatised port in India (Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Trust) performs relatively better with
an ASTA of little less than 2 days. It is clear
that increased private participation in port
development and operations will be critical
going ahead. The Karaikal Port is a right
step in this direction. e
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